THE  PRODUCTIVE FORCES
minds are able to persuade others to do this. Every-
thing must be present in thought before it can be present
in action. This fact is so evident and commonplace that
it is constantly overlooked and neglected. Yet unless it
is constantly borne in mind, neither human life nor
human history can be properly understood.
It is human minds that play the active part in social
evolution, whereas the productive forces play only a
passive part. In the expression " development of the
productive forces " the word " development" has an
active sense. The productive forces do not develop :
they are being developed.1
The whole matter takes on a different aspect if we
decide to rate the human 'mind among the productive
forces. In that case we should have to do with a pro-
ductive force taking an active pan in economic develop-
ment, as in all other spheres of human life. This was
the prevailing theory in former times when the course
of history was regarded as being shaped to a large extent
by the human mind and the evolution of mankind as
proportioned to the human mind's development. It was
this theory which Marx and his followers arose to defeat,
and they tilt at it whenever an occasion to do so presents
itself. We saw Marx proclaiming " Laws, institutions,
opinions, cannot be explained by the development of
the human intellect " ; according to his theory, all men's
intellectual and political activity is but a reflection, a
superstructure of the conditions of production. In the
1 This becomes still clearer when we consider that the use of steam-
power and electricity, on which production in our days essentially depends,
is due solely to the discoveries made by the powerful brains of great scientists
and to a most complicated machinery such as only the subtlest intelligence
could invent and construct. As to an objection made to this argument, cf.
pp. 91 sqq.
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